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Another Opener: 


Tide Faces A Challenge 


he nation’s college football fans will be 

counting down with Alabama this year 
as coach Bryant goes after the incredible 
record of 314 victories. Coach Bryant, 
who claims to have little interest in the 
mark, is the one most concerned about 
the Crimson Tide going into a holding pat- 
tern. 

Unquestionably the opening step of 
what should be the last lap of this journey 
is a more difficult one than usual. With 
rare exceptions, opening games are tune- 
ups for the powerhouses of college foot- 
ball. This year in an accomodation for na- 
tional television, Alabama and LSU 
agreed to move their scheduled 
November 7 game to September 5. 
Kickoff from Baton Rouge will be at 8 p.m. 
CDT. 


by Kirk McNair 


Alabama assistant coach Mal Moore, 
who is charged with providing a scouting 
report for the LSU game, agrees this 
year's opener is one of the more difficult 
Bama has faced. ‘Ordinarily at the time of 
year we play them we would know a lot 
about them, which is a help in preparing a 
scouting report obviously,’’ says coach 
Moore. ‘‘But more than that in our way of 
thinking is our team. We always say we 
worry about Alabama, not the team we're 
playing. | think we have the type team that 
could be a lot stronger late in the season 
than it will be early in the year. 

“This is not a rebuilding year in terms of 
a drastically bad season, but it is in the 
sense we lost seven offensive starters in- 
cluding our quarterback,"’ adds coach 
Moore. ‘‘We're going to have to work ina 


lot of young people. They have good 
athletic ability, but they need seasoning.” 

While the chase for 315 will be con- 
stantly on the minds of Alabama fans, 
coach Moore says ‘'! don’t think we'll 
necessarily do anything different than 
we've done in past years. We'll work and 
prepare in essentially the same way. 

“There's always pressure here to win 
and | feel this year will be pretty much the 
same. 

“Hopefully the record for him will be a 
by-product of the season,’’ adds coach 
Moore. 


he big openers in Alabama history in- 

clude several in recent years. Most in- 
volved with Crimson Tide athletics think 
first of the 1971 opener in Los Angeles 
against Southern Cal. The previous year 
Bama had been crushed by the Trojans in 
Birmingham, 42-21, in the opener. The 
Tide rebounded on the strength of the 
wishbone offense to take a 17-10 victory 
in the rematch in 1971. Southern Cal had 
been picked by some to win the national 
championship. Bama had generally been 
picked to finish in the middle of the 
Southeastern Conference. Alabama went 
on to an 11-0 regular season record 
before the bubble burst in Miami against 
one of the finest teams in college football 
history, the national champion Nebraska 
Cornhuskers. 

Four years ago Alabama opened the 
season in a nationally televised game 
against Nebraska in Birmingham. The 
Tide took that one and went on to the na- 
tional championship. 

Conversely, Alabama lost its opener to 
Georgia in 1965 (17-18 on a controversial 
flea-flicker play), but went on to win the 
national championship when Bama 
downed Nebraska in the Orange Bowl 
following a New Year's Day of upsets. 

In 1975 Bama lost its opener to 


Mal Moore (left) ordinarily has only half an eye on LSU 
until mid-season, but this year the Bengal Tigers are 
on the front of the schedule and coach Moore has 
been putting together a scouting report this summer. 
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Coach Bryant (right) sees most things in a somewhat 
different light than most. When Bama begins fall drills 
he'll be seeing one of the youngest Crimson Tide 
teams in recent years. Joe! Barnes Photo 
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Missouri in Birmingham (7-20), but went 
on to win its next 11 games and finish third 
in the nation. That season included a 
season-ending Sugar Bowl victory over 
Penn State, breaking an eight-year 
drought in bow! wins and starting the Tide 
on its current six-game bow! winning 
streak. 

Alabama's last loss in an opener came 
in 1976, the last time the Tide opened 
against a Southeastern Conference oppo- 
nent. Ole Miss dropped Bama 10-7 in 
Jackson as the Tide struggled to a 9-3 
season. 


Res overall record in openers is 
somewhat better than its all-time 
record. In 86 years Alabama has an 
overall record of 576-197-41, a 73.3 win- 
ning percentage. In opening games the 
Tide is 66-17-3, a winning percentage of 
78.5. However, at Alabama coach 
Bryant's record in openers is well below 
his overall winning percentage. In his 23 
years at the helm of the Tide coach Bryant 
has an overall record of 215-40-8, a 
remarkable 83.3 winning percentage. 
However, in opening games his teams 
have a record of 16-6-1, only a 71.7 win- 
ning percentage. That's partly because 
coach Bryant has opened against more 
name teams than was customary in 
earlier Alabama football history. 

Alabama had a mark of 16 teams— 
from 1904 through 1920 — not being 
scored on in opening games, but they in- 
cluded the likes of Maryville, Wetumpka, 
Union, Howard, Marion Institute. Bama 
then beat Howard 34-14 in 1921, but got 
back on the shutout road with the most 
lopsided victory in Crimson Tide history in 
the opener in 1922, a 110-0 thrashing of 
Marion. Alabama was not scored upon 
again in an opener until defeating 
Southwestern 45-6 in 1932. 

Bama'’s 30-game winning streak in 
openers was snapped in 1935 when 
Alabama and Howard battled to a 7-7 tie. 
Coach Bryant has made much over the 
years of him being caught for a penalty on 
an Alabama touchdown play and also for 
having dropped what would have been a 
touchdown pass. Bama had another tie in 
an opening game in 1944 against LSU. 
The Tide's first loss in an opening game 
since 1903 came in 1948 when Tulane 
won 21-14 in New Orleans. 

This will be Alabama's third opening 
game against LSU. In 1944 the teams tied 
27-27. In 1957 the Tigers blasted Bama 
28-0. In 1958, coach Bryant's first as head 
coach at Alabama, LSU took a 13-3 vic- 
tory en route to the national champion- 
ship. Overall, Alabama has a 30-10-4 
record against LSU, including 10 straight 
victories. 


he Tide's preparation for an opening 

game requires a great deal of in- 
vestigative thinking. Coach Moore knows 
that LSU assistant coaches visited with 
Nebraska coaches during spring training, 
so he'll take into account things Nebraska 
has done against Alabama offensively and 
defensively, He Knows that LSU has a 
defense similar to Florida State's. Florida 
State had a great deal of success stop- 
ping the Oklahoma wishbone, so he ex- 
pects LSU to try a similar defensive 
scheme. Coach Moore will also plot LSU's 
early-season tendancies from last year, 
the Bengal Tigers’ first under coach Jerry 
Stoval|. And a great deal of time will be 
spent looking at last year's LSU games 
against Alabama and Mississippi State 
(another triple option offensive team). 

Although preparation for the game is 
coach Moore's responsibility, LSU's 
spring game was scouted by defensive 
coordinator Ken Donahue. ‘| wouldn't 
really get much out of seeing them ina 
spring game because their defense would 
not be the same as it is against a triple op- 
tion team,'"’ explained coach Moore. 
“However, the offense they use in the 
spring is basically one that our defense 
will have to prepare for, so it makes sense 
for the game to be scouted by Ken," 


“BAMA” 


vs. L.S.U. 


September 3-7 


Gast Bryant views the LSU opener 
as ‘‘more important to us this year 
than normally,”’ but he isn't talking a bout 
his. personal record. ‘We're going to be 
such a young team that it would give us a 
big lift if we could win it. | wish all those 
magazines and newspapers that are pick- 
ing us so high would put the ages next to 
our players’ names.’' Should the Tide 
falter in the opener, ‘'| hope we'll use it as 
a stepping stone to get better." 

The Tide head coach says that playing 
a big game early in the season has 
“worked both ways. I've had it help a 
team and I've had it hurt a team. Certainly 
the Southern Cal game in 1971 was a big 
one. We were at a turning point. We had 
had back-to-back years In which we had 
gone downhill and if we had lost that one 
we might still be going down. But we won 
it and | think it gave us some confidence 
and we started back up,’’ He thinks that 
opening games against Maryland, 
Nebraska and even the loss to Missouri 
were also helpful to past Alabama teams. 
“But,” he points out, ‘those were all 
before we got into the conference 
schedule. The fact this is a conference 
game adds to its importance.’ 

Coach Bryant feels that Bama really 
has two opening games this year, ‘‘The 
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one with LSU and the original opener 
against Georgia Tech. Both will have had 
all spring and all fall to get ready for the 
wishbone, whereas ordinarily one of them 
would have had only a week.” 


he extra time that LSU will enjoy get- 

ting ready for Alabama is viewed by 
coach Stovall as an advantage. ‘‘Yes, it 
helps,"’ he says. ‘‘My goodness, do you 
realize the impact this season is going to 
have on college football? Bear Bryant is 
going to break a record that is 
Unbelievable—314 victories in a career. 
Any time you play a team coached by him, 
you need all the practice time you can get. 
That doesn't mean we'll have enough 
time, but it honestly probably helps us.” 

Apparently there is a rumor circulating 
that Alabama is planning to get away from 
the wishbone offense. Coach Stovall isn't 
buying it. ‘First of all,'’ he said in an inter- 
view in Louisiana, ‘let me ask you: If you 
were Bear Bryant would you get out of the 
wishbone? What have they lost the last 10 
years? Ten, 11 games? (Actually, 13.) | 
don't believe that talk. As much success 
as they have had with the wishbone and 
as well as they execute it, | don't for a 
minute believe they'll be in anything but 
the wishbone."' 


There's been no evidence that 
Alabama plans to drop the wishbone. Of 
course, at this time in the 1971 season 
there had been no evidence the Tide 
would go to it, but Alabama had not been 
enjoying great success prior to the 1971 
season. Prior to that 1971 unveiling of the 
Alabama wishbone Southern Cal coach 
John McKay had heard rumors of Bama 
switching to the offense, but refused to 
believe them. 

Tide coach Ken Donahue probably put 
it best when he heard the rumor surface 
several years ago, ‘lf we ever drop the 
wishbone I'll be the only defensive coor- 
dinator in the Southeastern Conference 
not invited to the three-day party the other 
nine would have in Atlanta,"' he said, 


TIDE NOTES: Freshmen report in 
August 11 and begin a two-a-day prac- 
tices in shorts August 12. The returning 
varsity players are due back August 14. 
They'll meet with the press August 15 
then begin workouts with the freshmen 
Monday, August 17, going three days in 
shorts. Bama could continue two-a-day 
workouts through August 29. 

Tide coaches in charge of games in ad- 
dition to Mal Moore for LSU are: Dee 
Powell for Georgia Tech, Shorty White for 
Kentucky, Bobby Marks for Vanderbilt, 


HARCOIS 


Ken Donahue for Ole Miss, Jeff Rouzie for 
Southern Miss, Louis Campbell for Ten- 
nessee, Sylvester Croom for Rutgers, 
Bruce Arians for Mississippi State, Shorty 
White for Penn State and Louis Campbell 
for Auburn, 

No Bama freshmen are in summer 
schoo] at the University. A large number 
of returning varsity players reported for 
the second semester of summer school. 

LSU coach Stovall thinks that his Tigers 
will be improved this year in great part 
because strength coach Tim Jorgensen 
‘did a tremendous job during the spring,” 
Jorgensen went to LSU from Alabama last 
year. He had coached Crimson Tide 
weight men on the track and field team. 

Alabama should gain a great measure 
of television publicity as ABC plugs the 
opening game through August and early 
September. However, by far the largest 
measure of media attention will be 
directed at coach Bryant and the quest for 
the record. Coach Bryant will attempt, un- 
successfully, to have the focus on his 
players. ‘| hope our players.can forget 
about that (the record), but they won't be 
able to if that's all anyone's asking 
about,’’ he says. ‘‘| know one thing, if we 
lose two or three games early they'll 
forget about it and so will everyone else."’ 
Obviously he doesn't want them to forget 
it that way. 
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Tiders In The Pros: 


Trackman Swells Ranks 


here was no question following last 

spring's pro football draft that much of 
the news would revolve around a running 
back from South Carolina. And, indeed, 
Heisman Trophy winner George Rogers of 
the Gamecocks was prominent when New 
Orleans made him the first player 
selected in the draft. However, about as 
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much news was made when another run- 
ning back from South Carolina signed a 
pro contract. Stan Cain, who was an 
assistant track coach with the 
Gamecocks (under former Tide assistant 
Charley Strong who is now head coach at 
South Carolina), signed a free agent con- 
tract with Cleveland Browns. Cain, who 


a 


was an outstanding shot put and discus 
man for the Crimson Tide, graduated from 
Alabama the same year as Ozzie 
Newsome (now a star tight end for 
Cleveland). However, Stan had not played 
football since about 1969, when he was 
about 5-6 and weighed about 145 pounds. 
He is now 6-2'% and 258 and is trying out 
at fullback. 

Stan is one of 33 former Alabama 
players who are on the pre-season rosters 
of National Football League teams. That 
list includes another Tider who was more 
prominent on the track than on the foot- 
ball field, James Mallard. Mallard, who 
was the world's top 200-meter sprinter in 
1980, played organized football for the 
first time in his life last season as a split 
end with the Tide. He was drafted by the 
St. Louis Cardinals. However, James will 
almost certainly miss this football season 
after under going surgery to relieve con- 
gestion around his heart which had ap- 
parently been caused by a virus. 


n addition to Cain and Mallard, nine 

other former Tiders are trying to make 
pro teams as rookies—defensive tackle 
Byron Braggs and linebacker Randy Scott 
with the Green Bay Packers, running back 
Billy Jackson with the Kansas City Chiefs, 
offensive guard Vince Cowell with the 
Miami Dolphins, defensive end-linebacker 
E. J. Junior with the St. Louis Cardinals, 
running back Major Ogilvie with the San 
Francisco 49ers, offensive guard Jim 
Bunch with the New Orleans Saints, 
punter Woody Umphrey with the Seattle 
Seahawks and offensive tackle Bill 
Searcey with the Detroit Lions. 

Five ex-Bama players are on both the 
Green Bay Packers (coached by former 
Alabama quarterback Bart Starr) and 
Miami Dolphins, while three are with the 


Stan Cain starred at Alabama as a weight man on the 
track and field team. This year, as a 25-year-old 
rookie, he's trying to make the grade in professional 
football after a 12-year layoff from the sport. 


Tampa Bay Buccaneers. Those with 
Green Bay in addition to Braggs and Scott 
are offensive tackle Buddy Aydelette, 
defensive tackle Terry Jones and 
linebacker Rich Wingo. Miami-based 
alumni in addition to Cowell are defensive 
tackle Bob Baumhower, running back 
Tony Nathan, defensive back Don McNeal 
and center Dwight Stephenson. Playing in 
Tampa are fullback Johnny Davis, offen- 
sive tackle Charles Hannah and defensive 
back Mike Washington. 

Houston quarterback Ken Stabler is the 
old man of the group. He's played pro 
football for 12 years. One of Stabler’s 
former Alabama receivers is Ray Perkins, 
now head coach of the New York Giants. 
Playing for Perkins is former Tider Curtis 
McGriff, a defensive tackle. 

In addition to Cleveland and St. Louis, 
teams with two former Alabama players 
on their rosters are: The New England 
Patriots with All-Pro guard John Hannah 
and guard Bob Cryder; the New York Jets 
with quarterback Richard Todd and defen- 
sive tackle Marty Lyons; and the San 
Diego Chargers with linebacker Woodrow 
Lowe and fullback Steve Whitman. 

Other former Alabama players on pro 
rosters are: Linebacker Barry Krauss with 
the Baltimore Colts, quarterback Jeff 
Rutledge with the Los Angeles Rams and 


running back Wilbur Jackson with the 
Washington Redskins. 

rom an experience standpoint Stan 

Cain is certainly fighting the odds in 
trying to make Cleveland's team. 
However, Browns’ backfield coach Jim 
Garrett isn't dismayed. ‘| have been 
coaching and scouting since 1966 and 
Cain is the greatest position physical 
specimen | have ever seen come into pro 
football. Another advantage Cain 
possesses is that he’s a coach himself. 
He understands teaching. He has an 
awareness that can make anything possi- 
ble. It will be difficult. But impossible? Not 
at all.” 

Cain’s physical appearance was ob- 
vious when he entered the Cleveland 
rookie camp in April. There is no extra 
weight on his frame. But he really opened 
eyes when he ran the time sprints. Stan 
turned in a sparking 4.52 clocking in the 
40, a time the pros would expect only from 
a fleet wide receiver on defensive back, 
perhaps a small running back. He also 
turned in a 37-inch vertical jump (‘‘Incredi- 
ble,"’ said coach Garrett) and bench 
pressed 200 pounds 36 times. 

Stan did not look like a top athlete when 
he arrived at Alabama as a walkon 
trackman in the fall of 1975. He came 
under the wing of Mike Marks, then 
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Alabama's assistant track coach and now 
strength coach for the overall Bama 
athletics program. ‘He had done very |it- 
tle weight training when he got to 
Alabama,’ remembers coach Marks. ‘‘He 
had a great deal of natural strength and 
developed it after he got here. He puta lot 
into it."’ 

In 1977 he won the Southeastern Con- 
ference championship in the discus and 
was second in the shot put. While 
coaching he has continued to compete in 
the discus and has thrown 217-1, the 
longest throw in the nation this year. He is 
currently ranked fifth in the nation in the 
discus. The Browns learned of Cain from 
the father of a friend of Stan's. When 
Cleveland contacted Cain he told them he 
didn't want to waste his time or 
Cleveland's. The Browns insisted he give 
it a try, and now he has a two-year con- 
tract (if he makes the team). 

Stan is determined to make it. ''| really 
want do it and | think | can, though | 
realize it will be very tough," he says. ‘'| 
have two goals. One is to do whatever | 
have to do to make the team at any posi- 
tion. The other is to do anything | can to 
benefit the team. Right now | am highly 
motivated and expect to be playing for the 
Browns this season.’ 

— Kirk McNair 
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Jim Bob Harris: 


With A Name Like That 
He’s Gotta Be Good 


hen Alabama assistant football 

coach Dee Powell signed a football 
player from Clarke Central High School in 
Athens, Georgia following the 1977 foot- 
ball season, Crimson Tide assistant 
athletics director for public relations 
Charley Thornton said ‘'lf this fellow can 
just play a little bit he’s going to make All- 
America. Keith Jackson is going to love 
that name.” 

Georgia-born Jackson, who is the voice 
of ABC-TV's college football productions, 
probably does like the name Jim Bob Har- 
ris. But more important, those who follow 
Alabama football can appreciate the way 
Jim Bob Harris plays the game. And 
because of his on-the-field performance, 
Jim Bob is being tabbed as a pre-season 
All-America. 

“That's nice,’’ says Jim Bob, and you 
almost expect the smiling, redheaded, 
frecklefaced young man to say ‘Aw, 
shucks.”’ Instead he says, “But it really 
doesn't mean anything unless | play up to 
expectations and everyone else plays up 
to expectations and we win the national 
championship. No one's keeping track of 
pre-season anything.” 

Harris says he was surprised when he 
learned that Playboy Magazine had 
picked him for its pre-season All-America 
team. That's the only pre-season All- 
America team that comes close to matter- 
ing because with it goes a free trip toa 
Playboy hotspot (this year it was Chicago) 
for a few days of entertainment. He prob- 
ably shouldn't have been surprised. The 
Playboy team (as many others) is based 
primarily on pro football potential. Not 
many publications want to pick a pre- 
season All-America team with no Tiders, 
and pro scouts have indicated that Jim 
Bob is currently Bama's only sure pros- 
pect next spring. That's partly because 
Jim Bob’s freshman class was almost 


by Kirk McNair 


completely redshirted under the short- 
lived NCAA rule permitting that practice. 
There will be only about 12 seniors on the 
1981 Crimson Tide team. 


Oo the surface, Jim Bob has had a 
number of honors disproportionate to 
his status, which has always been co-first 
team. He has twice been selected All- 
Southeastern Conference by United Press 
International, even though he has started 
only about half the time in his first three 
seasons. He was also named to the 1978 
Freshman All-SEC team and was named 
Southeastern Defensive Player of the 
Week in 1978 for his performance against 
LSU, which included a spectacular in- 
terception in the waning moments of that 
3-0 Bama victory in the rain, However, it is 
the nature of the Alabama system that 
allows more than one man to star at one 
position. Harris has split time at safety the 
past three years with Ricky Tucker, who 
also earned all-star honors at the spot. 
Now Tucker has graduated, leaving the 
free safety position in the hands of Jim 
Bob. Somewhat surprisingly, Harris says 
he doesn't expect to log any more playing 
time as a senior than he has in his first 
three seasons. 

“| like to play if I’m doing good and I've 
played a lot since I've been at Alabama,"’ 
he explains. ‘But we have a good system. 
We rotate people in and out of the secon- 
dary. There’s a lot of running back there 
and it helps if we can keep fresh people in 
the game. | expect Jerrill Sprinkle will play 
a lot like Ricky did last year, rotating at 
safety with me and at right cornerback 
with Benny Perrin. And Al Blue, who is go- 
ing to be playing behind Tommy (Wilcox) 
at strong safety could also play free safe- 
ty." 

Although he knows his position as well 
as anyone, he admits it's hard to describe 
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the play involved. ‘In the first place, we 
have such a complicated defensive 
scheme we may do different things in 
similar situations,'’ he says. ‘| guess the 
primary thing to do is not get beat long. | 
always figure that I'm playing so far away 
from the action most of the time that 
about the only people who see me on 
every play are my parents. But if someone 
scores a touchdown on me, then 
everyone sees me. The free safety is 
more or less the last line of defense. | 
think pass on every snap until I'm sure it's 
a run. | pretty much know within two or 
three options what I'm going to do as soon 
as the opposing formation is set. If there is 
motion is just changes those options. 
Then the responsibilities may change as 
the play develops." 


a Bob expects his job to be easier in 
some respects this year. ''We don't 
have many seniors in the secondary— 
Benny Perrin and | are the only ones | 
guess—but we have a lot of experience 
returning, and that really helps,’’ he says. 
“Tommy is coming back for his third year 
as a Starter at strong safety, Jeremiah 
(Castille) is back for his second year as a 
starter at left cornerback and Benny is 
back at right cornerback. Benny didn’t 
start but about one game, but he was con- 
sidered a first teamer and played with us a 
lot. 

“When you have played together as 
much as we have it’s a lot easier. You 
have a sort of sixth sense of what 
everyone else is going to do in a certain 
situation.” 

Wilcox, who plays more or less in front 


Jim Bob Harris has been named to several pre-season 
All-America teams. Pro scouts are high on him 
because he's got good size and good speed. Jim Bob 
is not concerned about what has come before or might 
come after the 1981 season. As a senior he’s set his 
goals high. Spectrum-Southeast Photo 


of Harris in most situations, agrees. “Last 
year we had both Jim Bob and Ricky back 
there and it makes you comfortable to 
have that kind of man behind you. You 
know he's going to give it everything he’s 
got.” 

Oddly, two years ago Jim Bob opened 
up by giving it everything he's got at 
strong safety against Georgia Tech in 
Atlanta. Wilcox relieved him early in the 
game and was so impressive Harris has 
never gone back to strong safety. 

Jim Bob fully expected to be a quarter- 
back when he came to Alabama. ‘| was 
recruited as a quarterback and signed as 
a quarterback and that’s what | wanted to 
play,’ remembers Harris. ‘‘| asked coach 
(Mal) Moore what | was going to be and he 
said a quarterback. | asked coach Bryant 
and he said ‘You can play it ‘til you holler 
calf rope,’ | worked at quarterback for 
about two weeks behind Jeff Rutledge and 
Steadman Shealy. Then coach Bryant 
called me into his office and asked me if 
I'd mind trying defense. He said he would 
try to get me ready to play the first game. 
By moving to safety | was getting closer to 
playing. He did get me ready to play. We 
opened against Nebraska and | played 
and we went on to win the national cham- 
pionship. | missed a couple of games 
when | hurt my knee against Tennessee, 
but then Ricky got hurt late in the year and 
| started against Auburn and Penn State. | 
started about half the time each of my first 
three years." 

Jim Bob got another shot at quarter- 
back in the spring following his freshman 
year. ‘It was hard moving against the first 
defense,’’ he remembers. ‘'| could never 
find any place to run. When you're at 
quarterback you wear a yellow jersey and 
you're not supposed to be tackled, but 
that didn't last too long. I've slipped up 
and hit the quarterback in practice, so | 
understand how that can happen. But | 
cracked my wrist and had to cast it and 
that sent me back to the secondary." 


he man who recruited Jim Bob, coach 

Powell, says ‘'l didn't know for sure 
where he was going to play, but | could 
see he was a winner. You could see that 
he had speed and that he would hit and 
that he was a clutch player.’’ Jim Bob was 
a tight end and safety his sophomore and 
junior years, quarterback as a senior. Or- 
dinarily Alabama would not have spent 


much time recruiting a football prospect 
from Athens, Georgia, home of the Univer- 
sity of Georgia, especially one whose 
father is on the faculty at Georgia as a 


professor of marketing. However, 
Alabama associate athletics director Sam 
Bailey had known professor Clyde E. Har- 
ris when they were athletes together at 
Quachita College in Arkansas. ‘'Coach 
Bailey told me he had run into professor 
Harris on a plane and that he had said Jim 
Bob was interested in Alabama,” says 
coach Powell. ‘Then | started recruiting 
him in earnest. He said he wanted to play 
for coach Bryant and | just held things 
together. He really recruited himself.”’ 

Jim Bob doesn't consider it strange that 
he picked Alabama. ‘‘Besides wanting to 
play for coach Bryant, | wanted to go to 
school where there was great tradition 
and where they were always competing,’ 
says Harris. ‘‘Once | visited here | knew 
this was where | wanted to play. | certainly 
don't have any regrets. | enjoy going to 
school here and we've won two national 
championships so far. That's what | came 
for."’ 

He says that he never came under 
great pressure to stay and play for the 
hometown university. ‘| got some kidding, 
but | wouldn't say pressure,’ he says. 
“|'ve got friends who would like for me to 
have gone to Georgia, but they are sup- 
portive of me at Alabama. Anything 
they've said to me has been good- 
natured.” 


eadership plays a big part in coach 
Bryant's plans for a successful football 
season. As an upcoming senior, Jim Bob 
is more aware than ever of his expected 
role. ‘| stopped by his office one day and 
he talked to me about leadership,"’ Jim 
Bob remembers. ''He told me to be a 
leader and to set an example, particularly 
for the incoming freshmen. | hope | can. 
We're going to need a lot of leadership 
this fall, both offensively and defensively." 
Harris thinks that the small number of 
seniors on this year’s team has hindered 
leadership. ‘Coach Bryant expects a lot 
of the seniors and so far we haven't 
shown much leadership,’’ he says. ‘I 
hope when we get back to work in August 
we'll do a better job. | know coach Bryant 
is dissatisfied with the job we've done so 
far.” 
Coach Bryant isn't concerned about 


14 


Jim Bob's athletic ability. ‘He should have 
a great year because he’s got speed, 
quickness, height, all the ingredients you 
want in a defensive back,” says the Tide 
head man. “There's no question he’s a 
fine young man, too, a very unselfish 
player. But a whole lot depends on him 
having a good year in a leadership role. 
He's got to be one of our leaders." 

Many connected with the Alabama foot- 
ball program feel that Jim Bob's selection 
to a pre-season All-America team may pay 
dividends in this area. Murray Legg, a 
former Bama defensive back who worked 
as a graduate assistant coach last fall, 
says ‘'| think he's really dedicated himself 
since the Playboy selection. He’s worked 
harder than I've ever seen him. 
Sometimes it's easy for a senior to see 
that he’s got a job wrapped up and not 
give it all he's got, but that doesn't seem 
to be the case with Jim Bob.” 

| think everyone who’s around here 
this summer is working hard. Everyone is 
concerned about being in shape when we 
begin two-a-day drills,"’ says Harris. 

“Losing a couple of games last year 
sobered us up. It hurts to lose.” 

Jim Bob says he's ‘‘about 6-2,"’ but may 
be a little taller. He doesn’t have to report 
back at certain height. He knows that he 
weighs 197 and that he's to report back at 
195. ‘Wilcox will laugh at that,’’ he 
predicted. Wilcox did. ‘'l know he’s 
always two hundred and something," 
says Tommy. Jim Bob’s size is one of the 
areas that gives Wilcox plenty of ammuni- 
tion in a constant campaign of humor. 
Before daily meetings each day during the 
season, Wilcox gets into the meeting 
room early and sketches a cartoon on the 
blackboard behind the projection screen. 
|t almost always involves Harris, showing 
him on scales that register well over 200 
pounds. ‘‘He was a tight end in high 
school and we're always kidding him 
about being moved from safety to tight 
end, or even to a down lineman because 
of his size. We also get on him about hav- 
ing white eyebrows. One day we knew he 
was going to be late for a meeting 
because of a class and when he came in 
we all had white tape across our 
eyebrows. Coach Campbell (secondary 
coach Louis Campbell) usually thinks it's 
funny. Sometimes he even calls in some 
other coaches to see it.” 

Coach Campbell feels the kidding is 


“good, clean fun. It helps to loosen up the 
team. They take a tough situation, a bad 
play or something, and make it where 
everyone can laugh at it and get it behind 
them. That makes it easier for us to work 
past our mistakes.”’ 


t didn’t take coach Campbell long to 

realize that Jim Bob Harris had the stuff 
to be a fine football player. ‘‘When | came 
in prior to spring training in 1980 | looked 
back through all the films of the previous 
year. | was looking for two things in the 
returning players: things they did well and 
areas where they needed improvement. 

“| could see that Jim Bob had great 
playing ability. At times he could do 
anything on the football field. But from 
time to time, either because of a mental 
lapse or a physical lapse, he didn’t make 
the play. We just needed to get overall 
consistency from him at a level of which 
he is capable of playing, which is pretty 
high.”’ 

Injuries in the spring of 1980 (wrist) and 
in the pre-season last fall (ankle) limited 
Jim Bob ‘‘but by late in the season last 
year he was a heck of a football player,” 
says coach Campbell. ‘‘One play that 
stands out came early in the Cotton Bowl 
when Baylor had just scored a safety and 
looked to be going in again. They ran a 
sweep away from Jim Bob and he came 
across and made a big hit, causing a fum- 
ble. | think that play went a long way in 
establishing the momentum of the game.” 

Coach Campbell is particularly op- 
timistic about Jim Bob’s upcoming senior 
season. ‘‘He really showed me something 
the way he went through spring training 
this year,’’ says the Tide assistant. ‘‘There 
were days when he put on a tackling ex- 
hibition when those big backs would break 
up the middle and he had some terrific 
plays on pass defense. His first two weeks 
of spring training were as good as any I’ve 
ever been around.” 


s usual, Jim Bob has his goals set high 

this year. ‘‘We've won two (national) 
championships since I've been here, 
which is the best thing that’s ever hap- 
pened to me in football. | want another 
one."’ As for coach Bryant's likelihood of 
becoming the all-time winningest coach in 
history this year. ‘‘| don’t think the players 
think about that,’’ says Jim Bob. ‘‘Coach 
Bryant plays it down. He's just like we are. 


For the past three years Jim Bob Harris has alternated at free safety with Ricky Tucker. Tucker has graduated, 
but Jim Bob expects to continue alternating in the Alabama system that uses several players at each position. 
Joel Barnes Photo 


He wants to win those first nine, but he 
also wants to win the next three and the 
national championship. His record will 
just be a big bonus for us all; it will prob- 
ably mean a lot more to us after our play- 
ing careers are over. Irregardless of the 
record, it’s been a rare privilege to play 
for him.” 

Jim Bob first became aware of the 
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record opportunity just before he left 
Athens for Tuscaloosa in late summer of 
1978. ‘‘My preacher is a big football fan,” 
remembers Jim Bob. ‘‘He told me after 
church that he hoped I’d be quarterback- 
ing when the record was broken. | didn't 
even know what the record was. | won’t 
be quarterbacking, but | wouldn’t take 
anything for having been a part of it.”’ 
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by Hank Brownstone 


here is no question that the number 

one name in college football is Paul 
William ‘‘Bear’’ Bryant, the head football 
coach and director of athletics at the 
University of Alabama. 

“Number one”’ is an appropriate place 
for him. The goal of being best—signified 
by his football teams being national cham- 
pions—seems to be his driving force. 
However, there are other numbers this 
year which may supersede the Alabama 
goal of number one, at least until coach 
Bryant is number one in all-time coaching 
victories. 

The appropriate numbers are seen and 
heard so often as to be known by almost 
all college football fans, certainly most 
Crimson Tide followers. Coach Bryant cur- 
rently has an all-time coaching record of 
306 victories, 79 losses and 16 ties. It has 
taken him 36 years to achieve this record. 
Only two other men have coached 300 
college football victories, current champ 
Amos Alonzo Stagg, who won 314 games 
in 57 years, and Glenn ‘‘Pop’’ Warner, 
who won 313 in 44 years. 

Other numbers have been in the news, 
too. Coach Bryant will achieve his 68th 
birthday on September 11. (He won't 
celebrate it, partly because he doesn’t 
relish being another year older, primarily 
because it would take time from his work 
of helping the Alabama football team win 
games.) There has been some jockeying 
among state agencies this summer con- 
cerning a bill passed by the Alabama 
legislature and signed into law allowing 
the University of Alabama Board of 
Trustees to permit coach Bryant to serve 
past Alabama’s mandatory retirement 
age of 70. One suggested solution has 


There's no more famous face, name, or hat in college 

football than those belonging to the head man at the 

University of Alabama, Paul Bryant. 
Spectrum-Southeast Photo 


been that coach Bryant serve in a 
emeritus or voluntary capacity, but don't 
look for that to happen. Regardless of the 
exemption law, coach Bryant could coach 
through the 1983 season. If he wants to 
coach beyond then it’s a good bet he will. 

Although the term is sometimes thrown 
around loosely, there’s no denying that 
Alabama's head football coach is a 
legend. Even if the all-time record for 
coaching victories was out of reach, or if 
for some reason he did not achieve the 
mark (which is mathematically attainable 
against Mississippi State in Tuscaloosa 
October 31), his career is nevertheless 
the ingredients of lore. ‘He has an aura 
about him,”’ says Tennessee head football 
coach Johnny Majors; and anyone who 
has been with him—even in a banquet 
hall—is aware that coach Bryant fills the 
room. 


Sacha Conference Commis- 
sioner Dr. Boyd McWhorter says 
“When you are with him, you feel like you 
are walking with history.'’ He certainly 
didn't begin on this historic journey with a 
head start. Everyone who knew young 
Paul William Bryant as a gangling youth 
from the Moro Bottom area of Smith 
Chapel near Fordyce, Arkansas can attest 
to the difficulties he faced as a youngster, 
financially and socially. Looking back, his 
childhood contemporaries can see that he 
worked hard to overcome his problems. 
Financially he is secure (though perhaps 
not as rich as some would believe) and 
socially he is on a first name basis with 
the greats in virtually every field. Last 
spring the University awarded him an 
honorary Doctor of Law degree. But few, 
if any, who knew him when he had one 
pair of shoes (fitted with football cleats by 
a cobbler) could claim they expected him 
to achieve as he has. 

Ike Murry, who grew up to become at- 
torney general of the state of Arkansas 
and who has remained a lifelong friend of 
Alabama's head football coach, says "'l 
always figured Bear would end up in the 
pen."' Fordyce bank president W.R. Ben- 
ton, who also remains a close friend, 
‘never thought he would settle down 
enough to amount to anything.” 

As is the case with most celebrities, 
those who ‘‘knew him when" enjoy telling 
stories of the young Paul Bryant. They all 
say the Lyric Theater (the building is a 
dime store now) was packed when he 


wrestled a bear, and it must have been 
because everyone seems to have been 
there. Mr. Benton remembers his drive 
with a story of a dangerous race. ‘There 
were a bunch of boys sitting around talk- 
ing and somebody wondered how long it 
would take to run to Kingsland. It was a 
good six miles down an old gravel road, 
but Bear said he could do it in thirty 
minutes. We pooled a few dollars and bet 
him he couldn't do it. It must have been a 
hundred degrees, but that big rascal col- 
lapsed at the Kingsland City Limits sign 
after a shade over twenty-nine minutes. 
Had it not been for one of the guys know- 
ing first aid, Bear might have died that 
day." 

He was a 182-pound all-state player on 
a state championship team and football 
was his ticket out of Fordyce. Coach Hank 
Crisp recruited him to Alabama, where he 
was known as ‘‘the other end’’ to Don 
Hutson. While it is true he didn't compare 
to Hutson as a player (few have), Bryant 
was far better than he would have you 
believe. For example, he caught three 
crucial passes from Millard ‘Dixie’ 
Howell in a 29-13 Rose Bowl Victory over 
Stanford. But just as he was over- 
shadowed by All-America performers as a 
player, he has overshadowed almost all 
others as a coach. He is known and will be 
remembered as Alabama's coach, but he 
also served one year as head coach at 
Maryland, eight at Kentucky and four at 
Texas A&M before his 23-year career 
blossomed at his alma mater. He has had 
only one losing season in all those years, 
a 1-9 record in his first year at Texas A&M, 
1954, and he wears a diamond ring given 
him by the players on that team as a 
reminder. ‘‘I'm very proud of that team,” 
says coach Bryant, who has coached six 
national championship teams at Alabama. 
“Those guys won only one game, but foot- 
ball meant a lot to them." 

Coach Bryant says that one reason 
for his current success is ‘I've been 
around so long I've made every mistake in 
the book. All | have to do is keep from 
making them again.’ One ‘‘mistake’' 
turned out to e one of the best things that 
ever happened to him._In Pasadena for 
the 1935 Rose Bowl he struck a serious 
romantic relationship with Mary Harmon 
Black, an Alabama beauty queen. They 
were later married. ‘| made the mistake 
of having two girls in Pasadena as my 
sponsor for the game,”’ he remembers. ‘‘! 
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had to make a choice. | made a good 


” 


one. 


aul Bryant launched his football teach- 
Pit career as an assistant at tiny 
Union College in Tennessee, but stayed 
only through spring training. On a trip to 
Tuscaloosa he went by coach Frank 
Thomas's office to pay his respects and 
coach Thomas offered him a job working 
with the guards. He was an assistant at 
Alabama for four years, then joined the 
staff of Red Sanders at Vanderbilt. Two 
years later he joined the United States 
Navy for service during World War II. 

In 1945, with help from Washington 
Redskins owner George Preston Marshall, 
Bryant became head coach at Maryland. 
His only team there produced a 6-2-1 
record. 

“I've never met a finer gentleman or a 
finer coach then Paul Bryant,’’ says Sam- 
my Behr, who took a screen pass from 
quarterback Vic Turyn and ran the ball in- 
to the end zone in the first quarter of a 
60-6 opening-game victory over Guilford 
(South Carolina) College, thus becoming 
the first player to score for the fabled 
coach. ‘‘If you gave coach Bryant a nickel 
as a player, he would give you a dollar in 
return. He is most deserving of every vic- 
tory that has come his way. 

“I’m proud | had the chance to play for 
coach Bryant, even if it was for only one 
year. |'m proud our team was the one that 
got him started towards his remarkable 
record. Of course, |'m the more fortunate 
man, not him, because it was an honor 
playing under him. 

‘For about an hour that first day coach 
Bryant came to us he did nothing other 
than give us a lecture and a demonstra- 
tion on how to block and tackle. He took 
an active role, too, getting in there and 
mixing it up with us. He was a young man 
(32), a big man, and he had beautiful peo- 
ple working with him. He could also pass a 
mean lick. 

“Coach Bryant was dedicated to fun- 
damentals. In our first three games we 
used only three plays. We worked on them 
tirelessly at practice and executed them 
pretty darn well in games. 

“It was apparent after only that short 
period of time that he was a coach with 
special ability. | think coach Bryant is so 
good that he could swap teams with other 
coaches and beat them in three weeks. 
He is a great man and a great coach, but 


he is also a humble individual, which adds 
to his greatness." 

When Bryant showed up at Maryland, 
bringing with him 17 players from Navy 
Pre-Flight School, the school was strug- 
gling in football. Excited by quick success, 
Maryland loyals moaned when Bryant 
resigned to move to Kentucky. 

“The whole school was torn up over his 
decision to leave,’’ says Behr. ‘‘He told 
the entire student body about it at an 
assembly on campus. A riot broke out. We 
had only one win the year before he ar- 
rived. After he left we slipped back into 
mediocrity. 

‘| begged coach Bryant to take me with 
him to Kentucky. He told me, ‘Sammy, | 
found you here, and | must leave you 
here.’ He broke my heart, but at least | 
had one year with a great man.” 

“| was lucky,”’ Bryant says. ‘‘People at 
Kentucky were upset because | wasn’t a 
name coach. The uproar at Maryland 
when | announced | was leaving gave me 
a name.” 


Be went to Kentucky with a five- 
year plan for success. He followed it 
to the letter, producing a 60-23-5 record. 
That included a 13-7 victory over 
Oklahoma in the 1951 Sugar Bowl, a deci- 
sion that ended a 31-game win streak. 

“When coach Bryant walked into our 
first team meeting, the first time | saw 
him, | said, ‘Well, that must be what God 
looks like,’ '’ remembers George Blanda, 
a Kentucky quarterback. 

“Babe” Parilli, another Kentucky 
quarterback, recalls being operated on for 
a groin ailment and receiving a shocking 
visit from Bryant at the hospital. 

“| was recovering at mid-week, when 
coach Bryant strolled into my room,” 
Parilli remembers. ‘‘He tossed a playbook 
to me that included a new offense for our 
game with LSU on Saturday. He said, 
‘Learn it, Babe, the game depends on it.’ 
Hell, | could hardly move.”’ 

Parilli played from what's now called a 
shotgun formation, and Kentucky won. 

Larry ‘‘Dude’’ Hennessey played for 
Bryant at Kentucky from 1951 through 
1953, then coached under him at 
Alabama. He has a wealth of stories about 
the man, one that explains Bryant 
toughness in dealing with players. It in- 
volved Bob Gain, a Kentucky All-America 
tackle who in 1950 led the Wildcats to an 
11-1 record. ' 


Never doubt who runs the Alabama game from the sidelines. While suggestions are made from assistant 


coaches both in the scouting booth in the press box and on the sidelines, final decisions rest with coach Bryant. 


Gain, raised in a coal mining environ- 
ment, did not particularly care for the 
hardcore discipline and aggressive 
teaching techniques Bryant used. In 1950, 
Bryant openly chastised Gain at practice. 
His star player vented his anger on team- 
mates at the athletic dorm. 

“Gain was talking about how he would 
whip coach Bryant to make him pay for 
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his remarks at practice,’ Hennessey 
says. ‘‘Naturally, everybody started plac- 
ing bets on the fight, and everybody put 
down money on coach Bryant. Gain had 
no choice but to try him. 

‘A couple of carloads of players went 
over to his house, and Gain went to the 
door. Coach Bryant answered his knock 
and said, ‘What the hell do you want, 


Gain?' And, Gain said, ‘Coach, | was just 
wondering if | could go home for 
Christmas this year.’ 

“There is only one coach Bryant. There 
will never be another coach like him. He 
was a master then, and he is now. 

“Even back then, he talked about 
families, good mamas and papas, display- 
ing class and going out and doing 
something worthwhile in life after football 
was over. 

“The people in Kentucky loved him. He 
was the only man in the state, (Kentucky 
basketball coach Adolph) Rupp included, 
who could have run for governor against 
“‘Happy"’ Chandler and won. He is the on- 
ly man I’ve met who could take a clumsy 
lineman like Parilli and turn him into a star 
quarterback. He is the only man I've seen 
who could take a carload of hobos and 
come up with class, character and pride.” 

Steve Meilinger, a Kentucky All- 
America end under Bryant, was caught 
loafing during spring practice before his 
sophomore season. He told an assistant 
coach playing at Kentucky under Bryant 
was ‘‘worse than prison.’ He spent the 
next 30 minutes sitting alone in the middie 
of the field. After practice, he was in a 
face-to-face meeting with the coach. 

“Coach Bryant was standing behind his 
desk knotting his tie,’’ Meilinger 
remembers. ‘‘Then, he walked toward me. 
Without turning completely around, he 
growled, ‘We recruited you as a football 
player, not a goof-off trouble-maker. You 
could be a great player, freshman, if you 
would hit people like this . . ." And then in 
one motion he swung a forearm that hit 
me in the chest and knocked me clean 
across the room. | sagged down into a 
chair. 

“| never moved from that chair. | was a 
big, tough kid, but | knew if | twitched a 
muscle at him, he would be all over me 
like a herd of turtles. | just sat there, 
scared out of my mind. Then, very calm- 
like, he said, ‘Get your tail out of here, 
freshman, and be out of the football house 
by dark. We don’t need you around here.’ 

“My head spinning, | was trying to think 
of where | could transfer to. | got about 40 
feet down the hall when someone called 
me. It was an assistant coach, Carl 
Simms, and he said, ‘Come back here, the 
man wants to see you again.’ 

“So | went back into his office and 
coach Bryant said he was going to give 
me another chance. But he said, ‘If you 


screw up one more time, freshman, on 
that practice field, if | just point toward the 
gate, you better be gone.’ 


“IT never 
again.” 

There have been few ‘challengers’ to 
his authority since then. Those who have 
questioned him have lost. 


questioned his methods 


n his first season at Texas A&M, Bryant 

took his team to desolate Junction, 
Texas, for preseason camp. It was a 
bootcamp-like experience, and all except 
a couple dozen or so players quit. 

“There were suitcases snapping in the 
middie of the night,’’ remembers Dee 
Powell, a surviving player on that Texas 
A&M team who now coaches offensive 
linemen for Bryant at Alabama. 

But when Bryant left Texas A&M, after 
posting a 25-14-2 record, a heavy pall set- 
tled over Aggie supporters. 

Alabama, meanwhile, cheered loudly. 

“Mama has called me home,"’ Bryant 
said. 

“We have secured, in my thinking, the 
greatest football coach of all-time,"’ said 
Dr. Frank Rose, then the Alabama presi- 
dent. 

The Alabama record, 215-40-8, speaks 
well for Dr. Rose’s thinking. 


hile coach Bryant has gotten a great 

deal out of football, there is little 
question he has put much more back in, 
especially for those who follow the Crim- 
son and White.He has enriched the lives 
of countless players and fans while work- 
ing a schedule that would destroy most 
people. Although he has taken care of 
himself better in the past few years (in- 
cluding losing 34 pounds through a 
regimen of exercise and diet since last 
year), his face has a few more lines and 
he’s sometimes pensive. Consider his 
remarks on his 67th birthday as he looked 
back on a life people have idolized and 
marveled over: 

“I've had a full life in one respect, but 
I've had a one-track deal in another 
respect."’ Bryant said. ‘“‘Whether it has 
been good, I'll never know. 

‘“My life has been so tied up in football, 
it has flown by. | wish it wasn’t that way, 
but it has gone by mighty fast. Practice, 
recruiting and games. There hasn't been 
anything except football. 

“It has become a void, as it has to 
when your next minute, next hour and 
next day all revolve around one thing. 


“Frankly, | don’t know if that’s good. It 
makes a life pass mighty fast. You miss a 
lot of things you shouldn't miss, and you 
do a lot of things you shouldn't do. 

When | look back, there are a lot of 
good things | wouldn't take anything for. 
But, still, you don’t know if it’s worth it or 
not. 

‘One thing | know that's worth it is the 
people I've been associated with. I've met 
and worked with really great folks. 

“But I've never been able to associate 
myself closely with anybody, and that 
hurts. I've lived in a way that I’ve barely 
known my next door neighbors. 

“Up to now, the whole thing has been 
football, football and more football. 

‘| think anyone is wrong to get involved 
in one thing so completely all his life like | 
have.You get to a point when thirty 
minutes after the last game, you start 
thinking about the next one. That's not all 
there is in life. It's ridiculous, but that’s my 
way.” 


ew would argue his way is unique. 

Former Tide player Charley Pell, now 
head coach of the Florida Gators, was 
quoted this summer as saying ‘‘There’s 
only one. There will be only one Bear 
Bryant.”’ (The quote was not checked for 
accuracy, but perhaps it should have 
been. It’s hard to conceive of a former 
Alabama player even referring to his old 
coach as ‘Bear Bryant.”’) 

Coach Pell's comments came at the 
Southeastern Conference meeting. Other 
SEC coaches also commented on their 
league’s dean. Among them: 

Fran Curci of Kentucky: ‘‘He is a man 
apart, a coach apart. What is especially 
impressive is that coach Bear Bryant is a 
very human man off the field.”’ 

Johnny Majors of Tennessee: ‘You 
know what strikes me, aside from his 
achievements and his abilities, is that he 
has been able to accomplish so much 
from his fifties on. Only generals and ex- 
ecutives in big business do that." 

Steve Sloan of Ole Miss: ‘‘He is a 
remarkable coach. He is a remarkable 
man. He is flexible. He is durable. He sus- 
tains. He wins. Aside from those things, 
he is very ordinary.'’ You can be assured 
coach Sloan's last sentence was tongue- 
in-cheek. 

George Macintyre of Vanderbilt: ‘'| just 
wish John Wayne had lived long enough to 
play his life in the movies.”’ 


Women’s Athletics: 


by Gay Sievers 


wo women on Alabama's track and 

field team earned All-America honors 
at the 1981 AIAW National Champion- 
ships, but they are not Americans. 

Sue Gibson, a sophomore from Ottawa, 
recorded a 175 feet-10 inches throw in the 
javelin for second place at the national 
championships. 

Thordis (Disa) Gisladottir, a freshman 
from Reykjavik, Iceland, posted 5 
feet-10% inches in the high jump for fifth 
place. 

Their All-America status is not the only 
similarity between these talented athletes, 
nor is being foreign their only difference. 

Each broke the team record in first ap- 
pearances in a Tide uniform. Each heard 
of Alabama, or Alabama heard of them, 
from the same coach in Idaho. Each 
woman, as Tide assistant coach Barry 
Colburn notes, is a true national con- 
tender with a valid shot at the collegiate 
crown. 

Each is different, but certainly not in 
their contributions to the Tide team. 

Coach Colburn notes ‘‘Sue and Disa 
mean a lot to the Alabama team. But not 
just on Saturday when they win. They are 
examples of what diligence in practice 
means. They put in their hours daily and 
get reinforced with wins on Saturday. 

“Our team is young and inexperienced, 
because most American high school 
students have not had the opportunities 
that Sue and Disa have had training with 
their national teams. Our team sees them 
work hard and sees them win, so their 
winning reinforces the team too. Sue and 
Disa are good athletes, so they get points, 
but they are dedicated athletes with pride 
in their performances. 

“Besides, they makes feel good about 
our program. First, because we can at- 
tract good talent. Also because we must 
be doing something right in our program, 
High jumper Disa Gisladottir of Iceland (left) and 
javelin thrower Sue Gibson of Canada are Alabama’s 
first women All-America track and field performers 


and hope next year to become national champions. 
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“The Goal Line Stand 


1979 Sugar 


Bowl 


Throughout the history of Alabama football, few 
plays will be as long remembered as this incredible 
goal line stand against Penn State in the 1979 Sugar 
Bowl. This dramatic display of commitment and de- 
termination is a classic example of what has made 
the University of Alabama the number one name in 
intercollegiate football. 

Daniel A. Moore's striking oil painting, “The Goal 
Line Stand,” captures in intricate detail the action 
and excitement of that unforgettable moment. Now 
you can have your closest look yet at this memorable 
illustration of second-effort football. 


The Print. 


New Life Art proudly offers you the opportunity to | 
own a Limited Edition print of this powerful painting ! 
for your home or office. It also makes a great gift! | 


These large, colorful prints, measuring 31 by 24 inch- 
es, have been created under the artist's personal 
supervision to ensure quality reproduction. Each 
one has been individually signed and numbered 
by the artist, further enhancing the value of this 
outstanding reproduction. 

“The Goal Line Stand” is a Limited Edition repro- 
duction print and can be purchased on a first-come 
basis only. Order your classic today! 


Limited Edition Print Offer 


Send me 


The Artist. 


A graduate of the University of Alabama in Fine 
Arts, Daniel Moore focuses mainly on Super-realism-— 
a style of painting that requires dedicated discipline. 
His work has been exhibited in many competitive art 
exhibitions and has won numerous awards and hon- 
ors. Prints of a recent work of his were nationally 
advertised and sold in all 50 states. An avid Alabama 
football fan, Mr. Moore has given exceptional effort 
and months of work to “The Goal Line Stand” — a 
tribute to his number one team. 


Price Quantit 


print(s) of “The Goal Line Stand” as specified below. 


Untramed 
Group order of 10 or more 
Custom Framed (shown above) — ready to hang. 


Shipping costs: Add $2 each for unframed prints 


Add $8 each for framed prints Send check or, money order to 


Alabama residents add 4% sales tax ~ BAMA | 
Total amount enclosed — Goal Line Stand | 
(check or money order only) P.O. Box 6104 
Please print Please allow 2 to 4 weeks for delivery University, AL 35486 | 
i) ed LL] A a A a Ps fet of Lda od eR a let 
ot ee (ae (a Ds 2 VR em ast EN a 8) (a OP || | 
A Co le PF 2D YH 20) ae) ES) EE 
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Our Guarantee: You'll be completely satisfied or return the print(s) within 10 days for full refund. 
©1979 NEW LIFE ART 


because both athletes have set personal 
records after coming to Alabama," points 
out Colburn smiling with pride. 


hen Gibson arrived on the Tide cam- 

pus in January, 1980, the team 
record in the javelin was 140 feet-10'% in- 
ches. held by Karen Thiebault since 1978. 
In the first meet of the year, Gibson broke 
the record, and before the season ended 
she had bettered her own record to 
168-41. 

In the first meet of 1981 she qualified 
for the national championships with a 
throw of 160-1. At the inaugural meet of 
the Southeastern Conference Champion- 
ships in May, Gibson shattered her team 
record and won the javelin at 178 feet-11 
inches. 

Gisladottir joined the team in January, 
1981. In her first indoor meet, she won the 
high jump at 6 feet, setting a new team 
mark. In her first outdoor meet at Mem- 
phis State, she posted a 6-1 height, which 
broke the old record of 5-8 held by 
Thiebault since 1978 and by Terri Johnson 
since last year. 

In Gibson's two years on the Tide team 
she has won the javelin in every meet she 
has entered. Gisladottir won four of five 
high jumps this season and placed se- 
cond to teammate Johnson in the SEC 
Championships. 

When asked what made both Gibson 
and Gisladottir able to reach All-American 
status before other Alabama athletes, Col- 
burn explains: ‘Both athletes train in the 
best conditions and with the best coaches 
in their country. The governments. in 
Canada and Iceland build good facilities, 
hire the best personnel, and train their 
athletes for national and_ international 
competition. 

“These track clubs are better than our 
high school system of training. Most 
American high schools do not have 
coaching specialist for each event, do not 
have the high level of competition, and do 
not have the facilities." 


ut how did a Canadian and an Ice- 
lander hear about Alabama, U.S.A.? 
“In 1979, Ottawan Barry Darling, a 
javelin thrower, came to Alabama from 
Ricks Junior College in  Idaho,"' 
remembers Colburn. ''He told us about a 
woman in his track club who was a javelin 
thrower. Thus Gibson came to Alabama. 
“The coach at Ricks Junior College 
knew of Gisladottir because she was train- 
ing with the Canadian team, and he 
recommended her to the Alabama 
coaches." So Colburn went to work. 
Before coming to the United States, 
Gibson had participated in track and field 


in her last two years of high school, throw- 
ing both the javelin and the discus. 

“| concentrated on the javelin on the 
advice of my coach and because of my 
size,"' says the 5-7, 140 pound redhead. 

She is the Canadian Provencial Cham- 


in 1978, | worked at a bank from 
September to January,"’ says the perky 
physical education major. ‘'Then, | trained 
in Canada for a year. It’s easier to go to 
school and train in Alabama, because the 
hours are shorter. After school or work in 


“Both Disa and Sue 
are national title con- 
tenders ... 1 believe 
they will make it.” 


— Barry Colburn 


pion in the javelin with a record throw of 
178 feet, 

“Track and field is not big in Canada, 
because it is in the wrong season,"’ adds 
the nutrition/exercise physiology major. 
“Just as outdoor track and field is begin- 
ning in April, school is out. So club affilia- 
tion is growing with summer and fall com- 
petition.” 

The 1981 national collegiate champion- 
ship was Gibson's second appearance in 
that meet. She placed 11th last year, after 
injuring her shoulder during the season. 

This season she participated with a 
steel plate in her ankle after breaking it 
twice in the past two years, first while 
playing softball in 1979. While training in 
November, 1980 she slipped on ice and 
broke it again. 

The implant will not slow her down as 
she will compete in the club nationals in 
Toronto, the Colgate Women's Games, 
the Canadian National Meet and in the 
trials for the World University Games. 

Ss a member of the Iceland National 
team, Gisladottir will travel to Spain 
for the European Championship and com- 
pete in the Nordic Games against Den- 
mark, Norway and Finland this summer. 

Disa arrived with excellent credentials, 
too. She is the high jump record holder in 
Iceland and a member of the national 
team. She participated in the 1976 Olym- 
pic Games and missed making the 1980 
team by one place in the trials. 

“After | completed commercial college 
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\celand, you train from 7 p.m. to 11, then 
have dinner, so the days are long ones. | 
like it here, because it’s easier to combine 
school and training." 

Gisladottir's record jump of 6-1 broke 
her Icelandic national mark of 5-11 %. She 
likes the travel to meets and the pressure 
of competition. To her, a good meet is 
tough competition and a good approach. 

“The right steps are all important to a 
high jumper,’’ explains the dark-haired 
athlete. ‘If the approach is from grass to 
synthetic surface, or you have to step 
over the rail that separates the running 
track from the infield, you might have to 
compensate at the bar for the inconsis- 
tent steps in the run. That can lead to in- 
jury and keep you from competition. 

“Most facilities, particularly the indoor 
ones, at home are small. | like the big 
places where | have lots of running 
room."’ 

After their performances in the na- 
tionals, Colburn said, ‘Both Disa and Sue 
are national title contenders. With no 
alibis, this was just not their year. They 
have the ability, the conscientious nature 
to train on the small things that make a 
champion, and the desire to be the best. | 
believe they will make it before their 
careers are complete.” 

Alabama's first All-Americas in track 
and field are not native citizens. And the 
Tide's first national track and field cham- 
pions may be a Canadian and an 
Icelander, 


History of Alabama Athletics: 


Tarzan Has Had 
A Swinging Career 


by Sherry Tatom 


M: Tarzan: A familiar phrase heard 
* throughout America for decades and 


an epic in its own right. 

Not to be categorized with the ‘‘Tarzan 
and Jane” episodes, the University of 
Alabama found its ‘‘Tarzan’’ ina man who 
brought recognition in football to the 
Capstone around the same era as 
America was introduced to the fictional 
“Tarzan”. 

This man was not fiction, he was for 
real. Little did the Alabama coaching staff 
realize that in Arthur P. White, alias “Tar- 
zan,"’ they had a big time star. His 
childhood nickname, given to him by 
neighborhood friends at the age of seven, 
has remained with him throughout his 65 
years. His charming wife, Sara, who affec- 
tionately calls him ‘‘Tarz,’’ says that he 
has always been called Tarzan and very 
few people recognize him by his given 
name. 

White came to Alabama in January of 
1933 at the age of 17. 

“| always knew that | was going to go to 
Alabama,"’ he remembers. ‘‘It was just 
what | wanted to do and only a matter of 
time. There was never any question of 
where | was going to go to school," he 
says. 

The 5'8’’, 205-pound athlete did not 
even finish his senior year of high school, 
but came readily to the Crimson Tide 
squad in the middle of his senior year 
under coach Hank Crisp's recruitment. 
Despite his academic handicap, White 
proved himself up to college challenges 
by receiving excellent grades and Phi 
Delta Kappa honorary. 

White played football on the varsity 
squad in 1934, 1935 and 1936. 
Throughout his career and life he has not 
only excelled athletically and academical- 


Tarzan White arrived on the University of Alabama 

campus expecting to be a fullback, but never got the 

chance and ended up an All-America guard. 
University of Alabama Photo 


ly but has been a hobo, coach of a 
Georgia state championship high school 
football team, a rural mail carrier, and 
teacher of Spanish and chemistry. He 
also earned such honors as the World 
Champion of Pro Wrestling, member of 
the first National Football League Pro 
Bowl game squad and an All-America his 
senior year at the Capstone. 

“Well, | hate to sound egotistical," 
White chuckles, ‘‘but | didn’t see how they 
could miss me. | always felt | was the best 
guard in the country. | was the best 
fullback also, but never got the chance to 
prove myself at that position.” 

Tarzan remembers his first week at 
practice as a fullback. 

“Spring training had just started, and 
we were only ten days into practice when 
the team was scrimmaging. | was late to 
practice and was standing there in my 
uniform when coach Crisp saw me and 
said, ‘What position do you play?’ | told 
him fullback and he told me to get over 
there on defense.” 

Although Tarzan did not get his chance 
at fullback with the Tide, he did earn All- 
America status at defensive guard, which 
would prepare him for his future with the 
pros. 


Reer White came to Alabama he 
showed his true dedication to his 
future team in 1930, when he was 15 
years old by making his own introduction 
to Dr. George Denny, president of the 
University at the time. 

“Alabama was invited to the Rose 
Bowl, and | wanted to see the game, so | 
hoboed to the West Coast,’’ he says. He 
then explained that this was sort of a hob- 
by of his since his father was employed by 
the railroad. 

“| didn't have any money, so | went up 
to the hotel where Alabama was staying 
and asked to see Dr. Denny. | told him | 
was going to play football at Alabama 
when | finished high school, and I'd like to 
see the game, but | didn’t have any 
money. He had me to eat dinner with him 
and also attend the game with him. Three 
years later when | arrived at Alabama | 
was standing outside our living quarters 
when he passed and he remembered me 
well."’ 

After his career at Alabama, White was 
selected in the first round of the NFL draft 
by the New York Giants. He played with 
the Giants in 1937, 1938, 1939 and 1945. 
He also played with the Chicago Cardinals 
in 1940 and 1941. His pro football career 
was interrupted by officer duty in the 
United States Army. 

The football standout recalls his time in 
the pros as well as the much time that he 
spent in professional wrestling. It was in 


There’s little question that Tarzan White got the most from his chance for an education at The University. His 


performance in the classroom was an outstanding as it was on the football field. 


1939 that Tarzan got his first experience 
in the world of pro wrestling. He was 14 at 
the time and much of the wrestling that he 
did was in carnivals. 

“| enjoyed professional wrestling. | 
don’t pay too much attention to it now. | 
spent quite a bit of my life with it and it 
was a pretty rugged affair. | was 14 when | 
took on my first pro match. | then took it 
on as a career as | did pro football. We got 
a lot of blood out there.” 

Tarzan White has recently collected a 
most prestigious honor to ever come by 
him. On February 14, 1981 he was 
honored with the presentation of becom- 
ing a member of the Alabama Sports Hall 
of Fame. White joined the ranks of all-time 
greats as coach Paul ‘‘Bear’’ Bryant, Joe 
Namath, the late Shug Jordan, Bart Starr 
and Willie Mays. 
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“| feel greatly honored and am very 
thankful to be included in the Alabama 
Sports Hall of Fame. | am very humbled." 

White is. still very much an  out- 
doorsman. He enjoys gardening, swim- 
ming and various outdoor activities. He 
said that he enjoyed chopping wood to 
which his wife Sara commented that he 
and President Reagan did have something 
in common. He also enjoys reading and 
visiting with his friends. White and Sara 
are living in Jamestown, Alabama. He is 
retired and they have two children, Butch, 
who lives in Jamestown, and a daughter, 
Joan, in California. 

Tarzan White has touched many lives 
with his brilliant career. He still remains 
interested and dedicated to the University 
of Alabama, which gave him his start in 
life. 
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All-Stars 

Alabama fans were to get an early 
preview of a large number of signees in 
this year's Alabama High School Athletics 
Association All-Star games on the 
Alabama campus. 

Fourteen future Tiders were selected 
for the North-South All-Star Football 
Game, to be played Friday, July 31 at 
Bryant-Denny Stadium, while three of the 
four incoming Bama basketball players 
were teamed together on the North 3A-4A 
squad to play at Memorial Coliseum 
Thursday, July 30. 

Playing for the North football squad 
were to be Greg Peoples, Hardy Walker, 
Jon Williams, Ricky Moore, David Gilmer, 
Willard Scissum and Sammy Hood. South 
selections were Craige Florence, 
Emanuel King, Don Horstead, Terry 
Sanders, Tommy Gibson, Chuck McCall 
and Ricky Colbert. 

The only Alabama prep player signed 
by Alabama who was not selected for the 
All-Star football game was Joe Dismukes. 

Future Tide basketball players who 
were to be teammates in the All-Star 
game were two prep All-America players, 
6-9 center Bobby Lee Hurt and 6-3 guard 
Ennis Whatley, along with 6-4 guard Rex 
Jones. The only Tide signee not selected 
for the game was 6-11 center Mark 
Farmer, who missed all of last basketball 
season with an ankle injury. 

This will mark the second time Hurt and 
Whatley have teamed together in an all- 
star game. In the McDonald's East-West 
game Hurt hit nine of 11 field goal at- 
tempts and one of four free throws for 19 
points, while Whatley hit two of three field 
goals for four points. 


Prep Preview 

Although it seems early, the so-called 
recruiting services have begun announc- 
ing the upcoming high school seniors to 
watch. While Alabama is not expected to 
produce the basketball players of this past 
year, it is expected to be a good year 


Bobby Lee Hurt has been accused of getting a number 
of things for playing basketball, but without evidence. 
Here’s photographic proof that he got a handshake 
from former football great 0. J. Simpson and an award 
from Hertz as the Number One prep athlete in 
Alabama for the past year. 


among prep seniors in football. 

The early picks for top prospects in 
football in Alabama include Allen Evans, a 
6-2, 200-pound running back from Enter- 
prise; John Hand, a 6-7, 270-pound 
lineman from Sylacauga; defensive back 
Rodney Jarmon, 6-3, 180 from Florence; 
lineman Hoss Johnson, 6-5, 255 from 
Huntsville; linebacker Wes Neighbors (Bil- 
ly's son), 6-2, 225 from Huntsville; defen- 
sive back Wayne Suttle, 5-11, 175 from 
Centrerville; end Jeff Parks, 6-3, 215 of 
Gardendale; and lineman Randy Stokes, 
6-4, 245 of Tallassee. Also mentioned is 
5-10, 180-pound running back Walter 
Lewis of Hueytown, but his future in foot- 
ball has to be considered somewhat ques- 
tionable due to a shooting incident last fall 
in which he was shot in the head. 

Far and away the most frequently men- 
tioned upcoming basketball prospect is 


6-6 forward Alphonsa Johnson of defend- 
ing state champion Birmingham Hayes. 
Others getting pre-season attention are 
6-0 guard Zachary Ervin of Birmingham 
Carver, 6-6 center Walt Densmore of 
Tuscaloosa Central and 6-5 wingman 
Isiah Perry of Selma Southside. Footballer 
Jarmon is also considered a possible 
basketball prospect. 

Incidentally, one of the top prospects in 
Texas is split end-defensive back Jared 
Marks, son of Bama assistant coach Bob- 
by marks. 


Basketball Schedule 
It has been the general consensus that 
Alabama had one of the top basketball 
recruiting years in the nation last spring. 
Those who evaluate such things pegged 
Bama anywhere from fourth to sixth. 
With four starters returning from last 


year's team (along with a couple of top 
reserves) there’s a great deal of en- 
thusiasm about the upcoming season 
among Alabama fans. Unfortunately, this 
year’s non-conference schedule leaves 
something to be desired from a ‘‘name”’ 
standpoint. Bama’s opening game will 
come against New Hampshire November 
27. This game, the night before the 
Alabama-Auburn football game, was 
originally scheduled in Birmingham. 
However, a misunderstanding has 
resulted in the Civic Center Coliseum not 
being available. Therefore, the game will 
be in Tuscaloosa. 

The Tide's other non-conference 
games will come against University of 
Tennessee-Martin, Texas Tech, Southern 
Methodist, Penn State, Biscayne College 
and the Best Holiday Classic in Portland, 
Maine with Maine, New Hampshire and 
Delaware the other entries. Texas Tech 
and SMU are road games, while the Penn 
State game will be in Birmingham. 

Two Tiders from last year's team who 
won't be taking part in this schedule are 
Sammy Randolph and Eugene Jones. 
Both are transferring, Randolph to 
Rutgers and Jones to the University of 
Alabama-Birmingham. Both must sit out 
this season. 


The Draft 

The summer baseball draft hurt both 
Alabama's baseball and football teams, 
but as of this writing the damage is not as 
severe as might have been expected. 

Two current members of the Crimson 
Tide baseball team—catcher Randy Hunt 
and pitcher Bryan Kelly—signed baseball 
contracts although they had one year of 
college eligibility remaining. Hunt, who 
was the second player selected in the re- 
entry draft, signed with St. Louis, while 
Kelly signed with Detroit. 

Thus far Bama has lost one incoming 
baseball player and one incoming football 
player to the draft. First baseman Louis 
Thornton of Montgomery, a 19th round 
selection by the Mets, and football 
quarterback-baseball shortstop Bubba 
Brister of Monroe, Louisiana, a fourth 
round pick by Detroit, elected to sign pro- 
fessionally. 

Tide head coach Barry Shollenberger is 
still on pins and needles until other 
signees enter the University. They include 
pitcher Kevin Brown (drafted in the ninth 
round by the Giants), pitcher Dean 
Albanay (drafted in the 13th round by the 
Brewers) and shortstop Dana Williams 
(drafted in the 34th round by the Reds). 

Bama has picked up another signee, 
Jeff Head of Birmingham Berry. Head, a 
pitcher-outfielder who led Berry to the 
state championship, hit .365 as a senior, 


The newest member of the Alabama football coaching staff is Bruce Arians, who replaces Perry Willis in working 
with the running backs. He came to Alabama from Mississippi State. Prior to that he coached quarterbacks at 
his alma mater, Virginia Tech, where he worked under former Tide assistant coach Jimmy Sharpe. At the sug- 


gestion of coach Bryant, Arians is now clean-shaven. 


.339 as a junior. He had a two-year pitch- 
ing record of 9-4 with earned run 
averages of 1.62 and 1.21. 


Someone To Play 

Alabama’s 1982 baseball schedule 
hasn't been announced, but new and 
returning Tide players could have all the 
competition they want the week of April 6. 
On a date to be announced, Alabama has 
a tentative agreement to host an exhibi- 
tion game against the New York Yankees. 
The Tide hosted the Yankees a few years 
ago with a standing room only crowd. 
Bama didn't offer much resistance in that 
encounter, failing to get a base hit. 


Making Tracks 

After failing dismally as defending 
Southeastern Conference champions in 
outdoor track and field in 1981, the Tide 
has reason to look for big things in 1982. 
For one reason or another some eight top 
performers did not participate last season 
but are expected to be ready next spring. 
They include 1980 NCAA champion Jeff 
Woodard in the high jump, Ike Levine in 
the 400 meters and long jump, sprinter 
Emmett King, high hurdler Cedric 
Vaughns, triple jumper Ken Scott, 
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800-meter man William Wuyke, distance 
runner Rick Hansen and javelin thrower 
Joe Bowker. 

There's also an outside chance that 
1980 SEC champion shot putter Hreinn 
Halldorsson of Reyjjavik, Iceland will 
return to the Tide. As a 69-2 % man in his 
event he is world-ranked. He made a na- 
tional stir his freshman year because of 
his age and would likely rekindle those 
fires if he returns as a sophomore at the 
age of 33. 


Tennis Adds Coach 

Peter Heffernan has been named the 
new women’s tennis coach at Alabama, 
replacing Lewis Lay who resigned to 
return to school. Heffernan, a native 
Australian, was an assistant tennis coach 
with the men's team at Florida last year. 
In the summer he serves as head profes- 
sional at Point O’Woods Tennis Club, Fire 
Island, New York. 


Obie To Kent 

Greg ‘‘Obie" Oberlin, who has served 
as an assistant swimming coach at 
Alabama the past three years, has been 
named head swim coach at Kent State 
University in Ohio. 


Letters To The Editor 


Dear 'BAMA: 

In the “Letters to the Editor'' section of a 
recent 'BAMA the question was raised 
concerning Jeff Bohannon and Alan 
Underwood. If these two young men are 
re-signed this year would they be 
freshmen eligibility-wise? 


Also, | would like to know coach Bryant's 
opinion on the results of the quarterback 
battle this spring and also how the offen- 
sive line is shaping up. 

Don Trotman 

DeFuniak Springs, Florida 
Bohannon and Underwood were enrolled 
in the University last year and so will be 
sophomores as far as football eligibility is 
concerned this fall. 


Coach Bryant indicated the quarterback 
decision was not made in the spring. Ken 
Coley and Walter Lewis are considered 
the front-runners going into fall drills. The 
Tide head coach has said that he expects 
the 1981 Alabama offensive line to be a 
good one late in the year, but the lack of 
experience among most members of the 
line has him pessimistic about early 
season games. 


Dear 'BAMA: 
Congratulations to Bama for a fine basket- 
ball recruiting year. | would like to know 
what happened to Ken Johnson from La- 
Jolla, California, who had said he would 
sign with Bama. 

L.D. Erwin 

Bessemer, Alabama 
The general feeling on the Alabama 
basketball staff is that Ken never intended 
to sign with Alabama. His family lives in 
Montgomery and he made an official visit 
to Alabama (at Bama’s expense), then 
bused to Montgomery, where he signed 
with Southern Cal. 


Dear ‘BAMA: 

What happened to Rutgers in 1982? Why 
was the game canceled? | understood 
coach Bryant to say that he and his friend, 
Mr. Werblin, established the relationship 
between the two schools and it seems 
that it would have endured more than two 
seasons. Is Rutgers discontinuing its foot- 
ball program after this year. | hope there 
are no secrets involved, but you have ob- 
viously known about this for some time. | 


have seen no discussion in 'BAMA. Please 
let me know the cause of the cancellation. 
| realize the difficulty in arranging 
schedules on short notice, but Arkansas 
State? Remember Louisiana Tech in 
1936? I'll always believe that game cost 
Alabama a national championship. 
Louis L. Goldblatt 
Montgomery 

As far as we know, 'BAMA was the first 
publication to bring the 1982 cancellation 
of the Rutgers game to light (last 
February). It was not a cancellation per se 
because there was never a contract fora 
game in 1982, Coach Bryant and Sonny 
Werblin are very good friends, but Mr. 
Werblin is not the athletics director at 
Rutgers, It was the athletics director who 
informed Alabama that Rutgers did not 
have a contract with Alabama for 1982 
and that Rutgers had a full schedule. 


Coach Bryant tried desperately to find a 
name team for 1982, including Nebraska 
and Tulane. However, Alabama needed a 
team ona one-year contract for agame in 
Alabama. That's hard to sell to a 
Nebraska, Bama then had to drop down in 
its search for an opponent and Arkansas 
State probably came out on top because 
head coach Larry Lacewell is a former 
Tide assistant coach. 


General consensus agrees with your opin- 
ion that the Louisiana Tech game cost one 
of the best Alabama teams ever, the 
undefeated 1966 squad, a national cham- 
pionship. The schedule in 1982 is likely to 
come in for severe criticism that could be 
devastating to Bama's national recogni- 
tion since it includes Cincinnati as well as 
Arkansas State. 


Under the original schedule, Bama was to 
play Rutgers on November 20, leaving the 
Tide with no off week prior to the Auburn 
game on November 27. The schedule was 
reshuffled with the Southern Miss game 
moved from October 2 to November 13 
and Arkansas State coming on the 
schedule October 2. The complete 
schedule in 1982 is: September 11 at 
Georgia Tech, September 8 vs. Ole Miss 
at Jackson, September 25 Vanderbilt, Oc- 
tober 2 Arkansas State, October 9 Penn 
State, October 16 at Tennessee, October 
23 Cincinnati, October 30 vs. Mississippi 
State at Jackson, November 6 LSU, 
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November 13 Southern Miss, November 
27 vs. Auburn at Birmingham. Home 
games other than Auburn will be played 
either in Birmingham or Tuscaloosa with 
exact sites announced early in 1982. 


Dear ‘BAMA: 
| see in the May issue that the 
Southeastern Conference granted hard- 
ship redshirt status to Andy Martin and 
Jim Ivy, who missed most of the fall with 
injuries, but denied such status to Marcus 
Hill, (who missed the entire fall) because 
the injury he sustained in the high schoo! 
all-star game occurred before he enrolled 
in college. In my ignorance, this appears 
to me to be blind adherence to a foolish 
rule and has all the earmarks of a decision 
made by a lawyer. | assume by this that 
had Marcus, for instance, been bitten by a 
rabid attorney on the day after enrolling 
he could be redshirted, If the same at- 
torney had gotten him a week earlier, 
however, too bad! Can you explain the ra- 
tionale behind this decision? 

Robert P. Pruett 

Allgood 
Dr. Boyd McWhorter, commissioner of 
the Southeastern Conference, admits that 
on the surface the rule appears 
“illogical.'" He further explains that the 
rule has been somewhat hackneyed 
because of the great disagreements 
regarding reshirting of freshmen. Basical- 
ly the decision to redshirt freshmen as the 
SEC does stems from jurisdiction. An SEC 
institution has no jurisdiction over nor 
liability to a football player who has not 
enrolled in school. Incidentally, it was 
formerly held that redshirt status could be 
given only in the case of a football injury, 
but the rule is now applied for any injury 
occurring following enrollment. 
Dr. McWhorter added that he would not 
be surprised to see the NCAA return to its 
1978 rule allowing redshirting of freshmen 
irregardiess of injury because there is 
growing sentiment within the NCAA to end 
the practice of freshmen participating in 
varsity football. 


Please mail correspondence to: 
‘BAMA 

P. O. Box 6104 

University, AL 35486 


lished to commemorate the University's 150th Anni- 
versary. These distinguished former students speak 


Vii, frum MMe Ainley eloquently of the significance of Alabama's First 


University in their lives. 
The publication is being sponsored by the Class 


Wt, Se Lib of ‘40 and the a aa organizations: 
} hee iff nderson society 
= Mortar Board 
Wins. £2 Ltn Filan Order of Omega 
ae Triangle 
fete . Sct. When Mother Calls will be available after April 
Wis poe Sipe! & 12. 1981. Preorders should be sent to: 
. The Sesquicentennial Office 
— : : BE Vi, P.O. Box 6221 
op Bes oe University. AL 35486 


Sage +f , Cost $10.00 


hus Lae Phi ae When Mother Calls. a book of essays by promi- 
: nent University of Alabama alumni. is being pub- 
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SCHEDULES OF TIDE’S 1981 


DATE 
Sept. 5 


Sept. 12 
Sept. 19 
Sept. 26 
Oct. 3 

Oct. 10 
Oct. 17 
Oct. 24 
Oct. 31 

Nov. 7 

Nov. 14 
Nov. 21 


Nov. 28 


LSU 


Alabama 
@ Notre Dame 
Oregon State 
Rice 
Florida 
@ Auburn 
Kentucky 
Florida State 


@ Ole Miss 


Miss. State 


@ Tulane 


SOUTHERN MISS 
SW Louisiana 


Tulane 
@ Richmond 
Tex-Arl'ton 
@ Alabama 


@ Memphis State 


@ No. Texas State 
@ Miss. State 
@ Florida State 
@ Louisville 


Lamar 


SCHEDULE NOTES 


GEORGIA TECH 


@ Alabama 
@ Florida 
Memphis State 
North Carolina 
@ Tennessee 
Auburn 
@ Tulane 
Duke 
@ Notre Dame 


Navy 


Georgia 


TENNESSEE 
@ Georgia 


@ Southern Cal 
Colorado State 


Auburn 


Georgia Tech 


@ Alabama 


@ Memphis State 


Wichita State 
Ole Miss 
@ Kentucky 


Vanderbilt 


Alabama home games with Georgia Tech, Southern Miss 
and Tennessee, as well as Auburn's home game with 
Alabama are in Birmingham. Games in Jackson, Miss. 
are Ole Miss with Arkansas and LSU and Mississippi 
State with Memphis State, Florida, Missouri and Southern 
Miss as well as the Ole Miss-State game. Rutgers’ game 


with Virginia is actually Friday, September 18. 


KENTUCKY 
N. Tex. St. 


Alabama 
@ Kansas 
Clemson 
South Carolina 
@ LSU 
@ Georgia 
Virginia Tech 
@ Vanderbilt 
@ Florida 


Tennessee 


RUTGERS 
@ Syracuse 


Colgate 
Virginia 
@ Cincinnati 
Cornell 
Army 
Temple 


@ Alabama 


Pittsburgh 


@ W. Virginia 


@ Boston Col. 


DATE 
Sept. 5 TCU 


Sept. 19 Wake Forest 
Sept. 26 @ Tennessee 
Oct. 3 @ Nebraska 


Oct. 10 LSU 


OPPONENTS 


VANDERBILT 


Maryland 
@ Miss. State 
Alabama 
@ Miami 
@ Tulane 
Georgia 
@ Ole Miss 
Memphis Stat 


Kentucky 


Chattanooga 


@ Tennessee 


MISS. STATE 
Memphis State 


Vanderbilt 
Florida 


Missouri 


@ Colorado St. 


Miami 
@ Auburn 
@ Alabama 
Southern Miss 
@ LSU 


Ole Miss 


AUBURN 


OLE MISS 
@ Tulane 


@ South Carolina 
@ Memphis State 
Arkansas 
@ Alabama 
Georgia 
@ Florida 
Vanderbilt 


LSU 


@ Tennessee 


Miss. State 


PENN STATE 


Cincinnati 


@ Nebraska 
Temple 
Boston College 
@ Syracuse 
West Virginia 
@ Miami 
@ No. Carolina St. 
Alabama 
Notre Dame 


@ Pittsburgh 


Oct. 17 @ Georgia Tech 
Oct. 24 Miss. State 


Oct. 31 Florida 
Nov. 7 No. Tex. State 


Nov. 14 @ Georgia 
Nov. 28 Alabama 


Don’t Get Left Behind 


PLEASE SEND ME ONE YEAR (30 ISSUES) OF ’BAMA For $25 
Monthly Magazines August-May. Newsletters September-March. 


PLEASE PRINT 
ee | VOLTA AMICOnC OSe0 — for __. subscriptions 
Name : Alabama residents add 4% ($1.00) sales tax each subscription. 
—— O Payment Enclosed QO Mastercharge O Visa 
Address 
Civo= aa ‘Bank Card # Exp. Date 


Gift. lo: — = Gift From: 


~ Address 7 i hone Address 
City ao City 


Make Check Payable To: "BAMA Magazine FOR OFFICE USE 


P.O. Box 6104 8 ST] Pec F : G 
Overseas Add $5 00 University, Alabama 35486 
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